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HOW OFTEN SHOULD YOU CALIBRATE A MEDICAL SCALE?
Calibration is essential for maintaining a medical scale. While calibration frequency depends on many factors, including scale 
model and application, all scales need to be calibrated to ensure accurate results. 

MAKING A CALIBRATION SCHEDULE
Calibration schedules aren’t the same, 
even for scales performing the same 
task. The frequency for checking weight 
accuracy varies depending on the 
scale’s application and usage. Consider 
the following when determining how 
often a scale should be calibrated:

•	How often it’s used
•	If it’s moved frequently between 

locations
•	If the scale performs tasks with added 

precision, such as determining a 
patient’s medical dosage

While these factors can help  
establish when scale calibration should 
be performed regularly, it’s also  
important to note times when calibration 
may be needed outside of typical  
scheduling. Keep in mind how other 
activities on or around the scale could 
impact accuracy, such as:

•	Heavy physical impact
•	Extreme temperature changes
•	Installation of replacement parts

Even if an event similar to the ones  
listed above has occurred, your scale 
may not need calibration.  
Use the scale weight readings as a 

guide by watching for significant weight 
changes over small periods, indicating 
the need to recalibrate. To know for  
certain, test a certified calibration 
weight on the scale. 
CERTIFIED CALIBRATION WEIGHTS
Certified calibration weights are needed 
for medical scale calibration. By having 
the exact measurements of the weight, 
operators can ensure scales read the 
proper weight. While using consumer 
weights such as barbells may seem 
like a quick solution, there is no way to 
check the exact accuracy of those items. 
ASTM Class 6, grip handle, cast iron  
calibration weights are ideal for  
calibrating imperial and metric medical 
scales due to the level of precision and 
durability of the weights.

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE
To avoid other issues that cause  
inaccurate weight readings, perform 
preventative maintenance inspections. 
These allow medical personnel to 
detect and remedy faulty equipment, 
often catching problems early and 
preventing equipment failure.  
Preventative maintenance and weight 
checks keep scales functioning properly. 

RICE LAKE WEIGHING SYSTEMS’ 
HEALTHWEIGH® SCALES
Rice Lake offers a robust line of  
Healthweigh medical scales designed 
for safety and durability, providing  
accurate results for weighing needs 
throughout a medical facility. With a 
variety of models offering different 
capacities, Rice Lake offers the perfect 
fit for any application. 


