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1. Introduction

AstralLink is a software utility that provides all the features you need to setup and maintain the
data on your Ishida Astra scale.

AstraLink includes the following features.

e Visual interface for creating and editing scales data.
PLUs
Extra messages
Keyboard presets
Store name and address

e Scales data can be sent to and read from the scales via the serial port on your PC.
e  Quick price change feature

e  Search function for quickly locating the desired PLU

e  Print scale keyboard templates

e PLU, extra message, and production totals reports

System Requirements
AstraLink requires a Windows 98 or higher personal computer with a free serial port.
The software can also be used on Windows 95 in most cases.

Operation on Windows XP has been verified for AstraLink version 1.24.

How to Use This Manual

If you are a new user wishing to familiarize = See Chapter 2 Getting Started
yourself with the software.

If you wish to learn how to use a specific = Lookup the feature in the Contents and find
feature. the relevant chapter.

If you require information about the operation = Refer to On-Line Help (click Index in the
of a particular menu or other command. Help menu.)




2. Getting Started

This section gives a quick tutorial on how to use AstraLink and introduces the main concepts
you will need to edit and manage scales data.

Before You Start

When you run AstraLink for the first time, the software steps you through a series of operations
to setup your copy of AstraLink. This includes reading the initial scale data from the Astra itself.

Accordingly, you must have the Astra and data cable available before you can run Astralink.

Starting AstraLink for the First Time

Installing AstraLink adds an "AstraLink" icon to the <Programs> sub-menu of your Windows
<Start> menu.

To run AstraLink from Windows, click on <Start> —» <Programs> — <AstraLink> —
<AstraLink>.

When you run AstralLink for the first time, the AstraLink Setup Wizard appears as shown below
to step you through the process of setting up your copy of AstralLink.

e
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This wizard will guide you throuagh the steps required to setup Astralink to
wark, with pour Aatra scale.

Wwielcaome to Aztralink

The =etup procedure requires the Astra zcale.
If you dao not have the scale available at the moment, click the <Cancel> and
try again when the scale iz ready.

[f you do hawve the scale available, click the <Mest: button when you are
readw to start.

¢ Back Cancel Help

Click the Next button to move to the next step in the setup process.

NOTE: If you do not have a scale available, it is possible to bypass the AstraLink Setup Wizard
by unzipping the file BYPASS.ZIP included in the installation before running AstraLink.
This will open a sample database instead.
However, it is important that you read the data from your scale before creating your
database. See Chapter 3 Communicating with the Scale for details.



Asalink SetupWizard |
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1. Connect the supplied data cable from the &stra to a free zenal port
oh wour PC.

Firzt, you need to connect the PC to the scale.
Follows the steps listed belaw. Refer ta the User Guide for details.

2. Turn on the Asztra and wait for it ko start.

3. when the zcale iz ready, click the <Mest: buttan below,

Cancel Help

¢ Back

If you have not already connected the Astra to your PC using the cable provided, now is the
time to do so.

Plug one end of the cable into the 9-pin socket on the left side of the Astra, and plug the other
end into an unused serial port socket on your PC. If the PC port is labeled, make a note of the
port number.

Next, turn on the Astra and allow it to start.

Leave the Astra in this state, go back to your PC, and click the Next button to move to the next
step.

fsualink SewpWizard |
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Mext, zelect the zenial port pow uzed to connect the zcale.

¢~ Serial Port 2 [COM2)

¢~ Serial Port 2 [COM3)

™ Serial Port 4 [COR4]

< Back I Hext » I Cancel Help

In this step, you specify which serial port you used to connect the Astra to the PC.

If you are unsure, leave the default setting. If communications does not work you can return to
this step and try another serial port.

Click the button indicating the correct serial port, then click the Next button to move to the next
step.



AstraLink Setup Wizard |
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Agtralink 1z now ready to receive data from the zcale.

Click the <Mest: button when you are ready and follow the instructions
that appear on the zcreen.

< Back Cancel Help

The AstraLink software is now ready to receive the initial data from the scale.

Click the Next button to start the transfer. This opens the dialog shown below.

Communicating with Scales Ei |

Go to the scale and perform the following steps to start sending data.
Fefer to the Llser Guide far details.

1. Setthe scale to Registration mode (Enter 3000 MODE)
2. Fress the down arrow key until "Cammunication” appears.
3. Press ENTER three times

Follow the instructions in the dialog to start the data transfer. The scale operation is described
in detail below. The "Troubleshooting" section below describes what to do if you have
problems.

1
2

Remove any keysheet from the Astra keyboard to expose the programming keyboard.

Enter 9000 using the numeric keys on the right, then press the MODE key. The scale
display shows "registration" indicating registration mode.

Next, press the down arrow key a number of times until "communication" appears.

Press the ENTER key once to display "Upload", again to display "All Data", then a third
time to start sending data.

If the data transfer is successful, the scale will display briefly "Uploading"”, then "Upload
OK", then "All Data".

If communications fails, see "Troubleshooting" below.

Go back to the PC. If the data transfer is successful, a message will be displayed on the
screen to indicate this. Click the OK button. Next, a dialog opens for you to specify the
file name for the scale database. You can specify any valid file name (your store name,
for example).



Troubleshooting

The following are possible causes if you cannot communicate with the scale.

Check that the cable is securely plugged in at both ends.

Incorrect serial port. Unfortunately, not all PC manufacturers bother to label the serial port
connectors on the back of the PC. You may need to experiment by setting different serial
ports in AstraLink until you find the one you used to plug in the cable to the Astra.

In this case, click the Back button to return to the serial port selection window and set a
different serial port. Keep trying until it works or you run out of ports to try.

Serial port in use by other application. If AstraLink displays the following message, the
serial port may be being used by another program.

"Cannot open comms link. Close any other programs that may be using the same
COM port."

You may also get this message if you select a serial port that is not available on your PC.
Either close the other program, or try using a different serial port.

If the above steps do not resolve the problem, you may need to contact your support
agent for either the Astra or your PC.




The following window appears if the data is successfully received from the scale.

(.CInaldnh. aiEng oo
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The scales data haz been received sucessfully.

Click the <Finizh: buttan to end. &stralink will then prompt you to enter
your store name and address.

¢ Back Cancel Help

Click the Finish button to end the AstraLink Setup Wizard.

Next AstraLink opens the dialog shown below for you to enter your store name and address.

Edit Store Mame and Address |

Mame

[SHIDA GO LT

Addrezs
A50-1 SHIMOMAGARI RITTO-CGHO KURITAGUN, J&P AN

(0] .3 I Cancel

This is the store name and address used by the scale to print at the bottom of labels.

Enter your store details then click OK.

This completes the initial setup for your store. We recommended that you now take a few
minutes to work through the tutorial below for a quick introduction to using AstraLink.



Starting AstraLink (second and subsequent times)

When you start AstraLink, the program automatically loads the database that was open when

you last exited.

The figure below shows the initial screen (called the PLU Search window).

Click here to list all PLUs.
Use the T, {, PgUp and PgDn
kevs to scroll the PLU list

A2 Sample.adb - Scalelink Astra

Click here to enter a search string.

The list only displays PLUs that

match the search string.

Tab bar. Click here to
change the displayed

window.

Add a new PLU

File Edit Scale EKevboard Comwg Beport Setup  Window Help
E Ext N = ExMsg.
e P | (e [ER oo | R B |
Y ISHIDA o r
A Search  [TEST TTEM DATA 0001 S
i 010 Hdd
000002 TEST ITEM DATA 0002 020
000003 TEST ITEM DATA 0003 030
000004 TEST ITEM DATA 0004 040
000005 TEST ITEM DATA 0005 050
000008 TEST ITEM DATA 0006 050 Delete
000007 TEST ITEM DATA 0007 070
000008 TEST ITEM DATA 0008 050
000008 TEST ITEM DATA 0009 090 Price Changes...
000010 TEST ITEM DATA 0010 10
000011 TEST ITEM DATA 0011 140
000012 TEST ITEM DATA 0012 20
000013 TEST ITEM DATA 0013 130
/ -l

Far Help, presz F1

. /
7

T

ail

o
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PLU list. Double
clickonaPLU to
edit.

Open PLU Edit
window to edit

currently selected

PLU

Delete currently
selected PLU

Open PLU price
change dialog

The initial screen opens with the cursor in the PLU No. field of the PLU Search window. The
PLU Search window provides a number of methods for you to find the PLU you are looking for
and to edit or delete the selected PLU. You can also add new PLUs from this window.



Finding a PLU

If you know the PLU number
Enter the PLU number in the PLU No. field. The specified PLU appears selected in the PLU list.

If you know some or all of the PLU name

The PLU name is the first line of the PLU description that appears on the label. Enter the initial
characters of the PLU name in the Search field. The PLU list displays only those PLUs with
names that start with the entered text. For example, entering “BEEF” displays all PLU names
starting with the word “beef”. (The search is not case-sensitive: entering “beef” is the same as
entering “BEEF".)

You can also use the wildcard characters ("' and ‘?") to specify a more detailed search
condition. For example, entering “*BEEF” displays all PLU names containing the word “beef”.

NOTE: The search re-executes automatically each time you type a character. The response
may be a bit slow on older computers. In this case, allow a few seconds for the list to
update.

If you do not know the PLU number or name

When the cursor is in the Search field, the PLU list only displays those PLUs that match the
search condition. Move the cursor back to the PLU No. field (e.g. click on the field) to clear the
search results and display all PLUs in the PLU list.

Next, use the scroll bar, the up and down arrow keys, or the PageUp and PageDown keys to
scroll the PLU list until you find the PLU you are looking for.

See Chapter 6 Creating and Editing PLUs for a full explanation of the PLU Search window.



Adding a New PLU

Click the Add button in the PLU Search window. This opens a dialog for you to enter then PLU
number. The number defaults to the next unused PLU number. If you wish to use a different
number, enter an unused number, then press Return or click OK to open the PLU Edit dialog.

Edit PLU E3

PLU Mo, |1 <% Frey, | Mext > | Mew PLU | oK |
Cance| |

O L —- T 1
<ENTER DESCRIPTION TEXT HERE:> —

=

Sales Mode I'u'u'eight ,I Pack Guantity Shelf Life
Price Tare Weight 0020 Item Code 123403
Fixed Wit tked  [0000 Date Flae IF‘ack+E><pire 'I Mezzage Mo.

FLU Mo 1 Dezcription Length = 600mm Theludes extra magh I NS

If you entered the number of an existing PLU, the data for that PLU is displayed. Otherwise, a
new PLU is created and the initial values of the fields in the lower half of the dialog are set to
their default values.

The cursor is initially positioned in the PLU description field. Enter the PLU description. Next,
use the mouse or TAB key to move the cursor to the price field and enter the PLU price.
Similarly, enter any other values you wish to change

Finally, click the OK button. This saves the PLU in the database and returns you to the PLU
Search window. Use the procedure described in Finding a PLU above to check that the PLU
has been added.

Editing and Deleting PLUs

When you have found the new PLU, click on the PLU name in the list to select it. The selected
PLU appears highlighted.

To edit the selected PLU

Click the Edit button. A PLU Edit dialog opens displaying the data for that PLU.

The operation of the PLU Edit dialog is described in more detail below. For now, click the
Cancel button at the top right of the window. This returns you to the PLU Search window.

To delete the selected PLU
Click the Delete button. A dialog opens asking whether or not to delete the PLU. Click No if you
don’t want to delete the PLU. If you click Yes, the PLU is deleted from the database.



You can also delete a range of PLUs by selecting Delete Range from the Edit menu. For
example, you can use this function to delete the sample PLUs loaded from the Astra at initial
setup.

Changing PLU Prices

Click the Price Changes button in the PLU Search window to open a dialog for changing PLU
prices (or select Price Changes in the Scales menu).

The purpose of this feature is to allow you to rapidly change the prices of a number of PLUs
without having to edit each PLU in the PLU Edit dialog.

Chanee Price

] 4 |
PLU Mumber 1
Dezcription TEST ITEM DATA 0001 Cancel |

Price ||:|-||:|—
Select I <2 Brew | Mexct =

Using the Price Change Dialog

Enter the new price and press Enter. This saves the specified price in the database. A PLU
Search dialog opens (defaulted to the next sequential PLU number) for you to specify the next
PLU number.

The Next and Prev buttons jump to the next or previous PLU respectively. The Select button
opens a PLU Search dialog for you to select another PLU.
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Using the PLU Edit Dialog

The following are some quick tips to get you started using the PLU Edit dialog. See Chapter 5
Editing PLUs for a full explanation.

The appearance of the PLU Edit window depends on how your system is configured. The figure
below shows an example.

PLU description Enter a new value to

save to a different PLU Close without Save PLU and close

saving dialog.

Display nextor  Add a new PLU
previous PLU

Font settings for
description text

MHew PLU |

Cahcel |
FDnt\ |2Dx1 o j rtﬂeanxg.tﬁesc. 32mm bﬁgﬁ: IEEI vl D

<ENTER DESCRIPTION TEXT HERE> —

~|
Pack Guantity Shelf Life 1

Sales Mode

Price . Tare Weight 0020 Item Code 123403
Fixed Wit tked  [0000 . Date Flae IF‘ack+E><pire 'I Mezzage Mo.

FLU Mo.1 / Dezcription Length = B00mm heludes extra magh I INS
I
Click button to display list of PLU settings. Use TAB key or mouse to select a
options field, then enter value or select from list.
Clicking the Browse button for the Message No.
Length of current description text, opens a dialog for you to select from a list of the
including any extra message available messages.
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Entering the PLU description

The large field in the middle of the PLU Edit dialog contains the PLU description. Click on the
field to set the input focus and use the mouse or arrow keys to move the cursor. Use the
operations described below to enter or modify the description text.

Operation Explanation

Insert text Position the cursor at the desired location and enter text from the keyboard.
The font and label width determine how many characters are displayed per
line. Press the INS key to switch between insert and overwrite mode.

Select text Drag with the mouse or hold down the shift key and use the left or right arrow
key to move the cursor over the desired text. The selected text appears
highlighted.

Change line A different font can be set for each line. Position the cursor in the line and

font select the desired font from the Font field. You can also press Ctrl+F to step

through the available fonts.

Change label Set the Label Width field to the actual label width to be used for this PLU.
width This updates the description field to only display as many characters as will fit
on the label.
(The Label Width field is used for display only and has no effect on the
scales.)

Cut, Copy or Use the Edit menu or the standard Windows keystrokes to cut, copy or paste
Paste description text.

Entering the PLU settings

The lower half of the window displays the various PLU settings. Which fields are displayed
depends on how your system is configured.

Use the mouse or TAB key to move to a field, then enter or select the desired value. An error
message appears if you try to move to another field when the value of this field is outside the
allowed range.

NOTE: You can only enter digits. None of the PLU fields accept letters or punctuation symbols.

Changing the PLU number

The PLU number field is at the top left of the Edit dialog. You can change the value to save the
displayed data with a different PLU number. In this case, a warning message appears if a PLU
with the specified number already exists. Saving the PLU data to a new PLU number does not
delete the old PLU number and leaves the data for the old PLU unchanged.

Saving your changes
Click the OK button. This saves the PLU in the database.
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Changing the displayed PLU
Click the Next>> or <<Prev buttons to display the data for the next or previous PLU number. (A
warning message appears if you have not saved your changes to the current PLU.)

Adding a new PLU

To add a new PLU, click the New PLU button. This opens a PLU Search dialog to specify the
number of the new PLU. Enter the new PLU number then press Return. This resets all fields in
the Edit dialog to their default values. The new PLU is not saved until you click the OK button.

Closing the PLU Edit window
Click the OK to save your changes and close the PLU Edit dialog, or Cancel button to close the
dialog without saving.

Extra Messages

Extra messages are a way of defining additional text, such as ingredient lists, to appear on
labels. You use the extra message function to create and edit the extra messages, then use the
PLU Edit dialog (described above) to assign extra messages to PLUs.

To display the extra message screen, click the extra messages tab at the top of the AstraLink
window (below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

A2 Sample.adh - Scalelink Astra

File Edit 3Scale Keyboard Comms Report Setup  Window Help

[ Eeams | Extra EEEEEE = = Ex Mzg
Milises] O " @ Messagel{ (e sl ” g Comms H [k B H:::po??

¥ ISHIDA
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i
02 Extra Mezsage 02
03 Extra Messzage 03
04 Extra Meszage 04 fAdd
05 Extra Meszage 05

06 Extra Meszage 06 Edit |
07 Extra Meszage 07 —

02 Extra Meszage 08

09 Extra Meszaege 09 Delete |

10 Extra Meszage 10
11 Extra Meszage 11
12 Extra Meszage 12
13 Extra Meszage 13
14 Extra Message 14
15 Extra Meszage 15
16 Extra Message 16
17 Extra Meszage 17 |
18 Extra Message 18
19 Extra Message 19 ;I

| v

4| | =l
For Help, press F1 4

Click the Add button to create a new message, or click on an existing message to select, then
click the Edit button to edit the message (or simply double-click on a message). In either case,
a dialog opens to edit the message text, as shown below.
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MHame |E><tra Mezzage 06 Mg Mo IEi

Fant [14x07 (1} =l yabel oo -

Extra Hessage 06 ﬂ

0].4 I Cancel

Message Mo 6 Description Leneth = 255mm I INS

Enter the message text in the same way as you entered the PLU description text in the PLU
Edit dialog.

After you have entered the message text, enter a name, then click OK to save the message.
The name is used to identify the message inside AstraLink (when assigning the message to a
PLU, for example) and is not sent to the scale.

Storage Instructions (Sweden Only)

Storage instructions are only applicable to the Sweden version of the Astra. The operation is
identical to extra messages, as described above.
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Nutrition (USA Only)
This feature is only available on USA-version scales.
The nutrition feature defines the information to be printed in the nutrition panel on PLU labels

To display the nutrition screen, click the nutrition tab at the top of the AstraLink window (below
the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

& Sample.adb -

EEEEES
[ITITEXE]

10 Mutrition 10

Click the Add button to create a new nutrition record, or click on an existing record to select,
then click the Edit button to edit the nutrition information (or simply double-click on a record). In
either case, a dialog opens to edit the nutrition information, as shown below.

15



Mutrition

Mutrition Mo. |3_
Name |Nutritiu:un 3 Cancel |

Serving Size P Calories 116

Serving/Cartainer I Calories from Fat |2|:|

Item Content Units Percent | Item Content Units Percent
Total Fat 5 [Grams = E:dr':;t-e 21 |Grams = o
Egiwat‘?d |2 IGramS -] IEI Eilbeéfry I‘l IGramS -] I2
Cholesteral IU IMiIIigramS LI ID Protein Iﬁ |Grams LI |3
Sodium 180 [ Milligrams =] |0 Sugars o |Grams = o

Yitamin A % I'ID Witamin G % |25 Calcium % |4 Tron % |25

Enter the nutrition information in the dialog, then click OK to save the message.

The nutrition Name is used to identify the nutrition record inside AstraLink (when assigning the
nutrition information to a PLU, for example) and is not sent to the scale.

To copy nutrition data to a different nutrition number, enter the new number in the Nutrition No.
field. A warning message appears if nutrition data is already assigned to the new number.

16



Keyboard

The keys on the Astra keyboard can be assigned to particular PLUs, tare weights, and various
other functions. The scale keyboard has a shift key, so you can define two meanings for each
key. These are called the upper (standard) and lower (shift key pressed) keys respectively.

To display the keyboard screen, click the keyboard tab at the top of the AstraLink window
(below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

o teztl adb - Scalelink Astra
File Edit Scales Kevboard BReport GComms  Setup  Window  Help

FEl ST G =

SEYE |
Print |

Report

Edit Key |
Delete |

For Help, press F1 4

The keyboard screen can be used to edit three different types of data. Use the Display buttons
on the bottom left of the window to switch between the three options.
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1. Upper Keys

This displays the meaning assigned to each upper key. Meanings can only be assigned to the
keys on the left side of the keyboard. The righthand side keys appear gray.

To edit the settings for a key, click on the key to highlight it then click the Edit button on the left
of the window (or simply double click on the key). This displays the dialog shown below.

key Template Settings

~kewv Preset (Upper} ~ Template Printing
Key Type {PLL =l Text Beet Sausages (% Left Calor.. |
{Upper " Center

Data Iw Select...l " Right Font.. |

Beef Sauzages

Tt Pork Sauzages 5 Left
= | (Lawwer)  Cent = =

Copy => enter
€ Right Font._|

—Kev Preset (Lower)

Preview
v Split key text Beef
Key Type IF’LU LI :: P 4 [ Double ke Saeusages
v Draw zplit ling? I e EETE—
Data oin to key: Fark
IH Select.. | | Fiekieside Sauzages
Pork Sauzages ) Eeloy

Copy => |

oK GCancel

The upper key meaning is set at the top left of the dialog. The Key Type selects the key
meaning and Data specifies the value associated with the key. (In this case, the key is
assigned to PLU number 10.) The functions of the other parts of the dialog are explained below.
Set the Key Type and Data, then click OK to exit.

2. Lower Keys

This displays the meaning assigned to each lower key. The "lower key" means the key meaning
when the key is pressed on the scale at the same time as the Shift key.

To display the lower preset key meanings, click on the Lower button on the bottom left of the
window.

The operation for setting lower key meanings is the same as for the upper keys.

3. Keysheet

In addition to defining the preset key meanings, you can also use AstralLink to print the
keysheet template.

To display the keysheet template, click on the Keysheet button on the bottom left of the
window.

To edit the settings for a key, click on the key to highlight it then click the Edit button on the left
of the window (or simply double click on the key). This displays the dialog shown above.

The keysheet printing settings are on the right side of the dialog.

Use the dialog to set the text, font, color and other settings for the key, then click OK to exit. The
operation is described in detail in Chapter 7 Keyboard.

Using the keyboard window

The explanation above briefly describes the three types of key data you can set using this
window. After you have finished setting the keys, click the Save button at the top left of the
window to save your changes in the database.

To print the keysheet, click the Print button at the top left of the window. A Print Preview

command is also available in the File menu.
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For a full explanation of how to use the keyboard function, see Chapter 8 Keyboard.

Scale Communications

After you have set the PLUs and other scale data, use the scale communications function to

send the data to the scale.
To display the scale communications screen, click the Comms tab at the top of the AstraLink

window (below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

:t1.adb - Scalelink Astra
File Edit Scales Kevboard BReport GComms  Setup  Window  Help

PLU ” @ Elig:;:agev Keyboard Comms l[ A=y

¥ ISIHIDA

A Feceive fram Scales I

Send Al Data

Send Store Data

Send Keyboard Prezets

|
I
Send PLUs |
|
I

Send Meszages

Faor Help, press F1 4

The procedure for sending data to the scales is as follows:

1. Click the Send All Data button in the scale communications screen. This displays the
following dialog asking whether to append the data being sent to the existing scale data
or whether to overwrite the existing scale data. Select the desired option, then click OK.

Send to Astra |

Thiz will zend the zelected data to the Astra.
Do wou wish to overwrite the existing Astra data or add the data
from the PG to the exizting Asztra data?

i+ fdd to existing Astra data

" Overwrite existing Astra data

(0] Cancel
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NOTE: The operation of the Astra scale may vary somewhat from that described below,

depending on which Astra model you are using. If in doubt, consult the Astra Operation
Manual.

Next, the following dialog appears with instructions on how to setup the scale to receive
data.

Check that the cable connecting the PC to the scale is plugged in correctly.

Also, remove any keysheet from the Astra keyboard to expose the programming
keyboard.

Turn on the Astra and set to REGISTRATION mode (on the Astra keyboard, enter
9000, then press the MODE key).

Start Comms on Scale

Go to the zcale and perfarm the following steps to start download
mode.

N = o3 o —

When the scale iz ready to receive, click OK to start sendine.

. Set the scale to Registration mode (Enter 5000 MODE)

. Press the down arrow key until "Communication” appears.
. Prezs ENTER once

. Preszs the down arrow to display © Beceive Data”

. Prezs ENTER again to start receiving.

(The scale should display * Receiving”.)

oF Cancel

Press the down arrow on the Astra keyboard until "Communication" appears, then
press ENTER, followed by the down arrow. The scale should display "receive data".

Press ENTER again. The scale displays "receiving" indicating that it is now ready to
receive data.

Go back to the PC and click the OK button in the above dialog to start sending. The PC
starts sending data to the scale.

If the data transfer is successful, the scale will display briefly "data received OK", then
"PLU"

If communications are not successful, see the "Troubleshooting” section in Starting
AstraLink for the First Time above.

See Chapter 3 Communicating with the Scale for full details on how to transfer data to and from
the scale.
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PLU List and Extra Message List Reports
AstraLink can print reports listing all registered PLUs and all registered extra messages.
To display the report screen, click the Report tab at the top of the AstraLink window (below the

menu bar). The figure below shows an example for the PLU report.

=2 test.adb - AstraLink =l0jx|
Ele Edt Scale Keyboard Comms Report Setup  Window Help
| (g [ oo A e
PLU | . & Full Desc
[ I:l Select.. | to [99059585 Select... | <{Prev Page  [ext Page>> | Print... | Export.. £ 1=t Line Grly
Printed: 2001 /01/30 PLU LIEt HE[CIDIT Page: 1
PLU No. |Description ‘Sales Mode |Price Fixed Wt. (kg) [Pack Quantity =
000001 |TEST ITEM DATA 0001 ‘Weight 010 0.000 1
000002 |TEST ITEM DATA 0002 ‘Weight 0.20 0.000 1
000003 |TEST ITEM DATA 0003 YWeight 0.30 0.000 1
000004 |TEST ITEM DATA 0004 Weight 0.40 0.000 1
000006 (TEST ITEM DATA 0006 Weight 0.60 0.000 1
000007 |TEST ITEM DATA 0007 ‘Weight 0.70 0.000 1
000008 |TEST ITEM DATA 0008 ‘Weight 0.80 0.000 1
000009 |TEST ITEM DATA 0009 YWeight 0.90 0.000 1
000010 |TESTITEM DATA 0010 Weight 1.00 0.000 1
000011 (TESTITEM DATA DD11 Weight 1.10 0.000 1
000012 |TESTITEM DATA0OD12 ‘Weight 1.20 0.000 1
000013 |TESTITEM DATA 0013 ‘Weight 1.30 0.000 1
.| | »
For Help, press F1 &

The tool bar at the top left has commands for specifying the range of PLUs to display (the

Select buttons), paging through the report (<Prev Page and Next Page> buttons), and printing
or exporting. Exporting outputs the report data to a text file in a format suitable for reading into
software packages such as Microsoft Excel.
You can also select whether to display the entire description for each PLU or the first line only.

The operation for the Extra Message Report is the same.

PLU Production Report

Sales (production) totals for each PLU can be accumulated on the Astra and received by
AstraLink to generate a production report.

The operation is similar to the PLU and Extra Message list reports described above.
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Other Features

The above sections have given you a quick introduction to the main AstraLink operations. The
following lists additional features of AstraLink and where to look in the manual for an

explanation.

Feature Description Manual Chapter

Store Name and | Set the store name and address to | = See Chapter 9 Store Name and
Address print on labels Address

Change Selects which database to edit = See Chapter 4 The PLU
Database Database
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3. Communicating with the Scale

AstraLink communicates with the scale using one of the PC's serial ports.
To display the scale communications screen, click the Comms tab at the top of the AstraLink
window (below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

~2 Sampleadb - Scalelink Astra
Filz Edit Scale  Keyboard Comms  Beport  Setup  Window  Help
Eane E ki EEEEELS - erarar e Ex Mzq.
PLU V @ M,:a:a:age}[ Keyhoald} i~ Comms I[ A=A =A H':apo?lg
Y ISHIDA
A Receive from Scales |
Serd B Bas
Send Store Data I
Send PLUs |
Send Kevboard Prezets I
Send Messages I
Far Help, press F1 o
3.1 Receiving Data From the Scale
The procedure is as follows.
1. Click the Receive from Scale button. This displays the dialog show below.

Communicating with Scales

Gio to the scale and perform the following steps to start sending data.
Refer to the Lzer Guide for details.

1. Set the scale to Regiztration mode (Enter 9000 MODED
2 Press the down arrow key until “Communication” appears.
3. Prezz ENTER three times

Cancel

NOTE: The operation of the Astra scale may vary somewhat from that described below,
deepening on which Astra model you are using. If in doubt, consult the Astra Operation
Manual.

2. AstraLink is now ready to receive data from the scale. However, to start the transfer you
need to perform the following operations on the scale.

Remove any keysheet from the Astra keyboard to expose the programming keyboard.

3. On the Astra, enter 9000 using the numeric keys on the right, then press the MODE
key. The scale display shows "registration” indicating registration mode.

4. Next, press the down arrow key a number of times until "communication" appears.
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5. Press the ENTER key once to display "Send Data", again to display "All Data", then a
third time to start sending data.

Alternatively, when "All Data" is displayed, press the down arrow to select the type of
data to send, then press ENTER to start sending data.

If the data transfer is successful, the scale will display briefly "Sending", then "Data
Sent OK", then "All Data".

If communications fails, see "Troubleshooting" in Chapter 2 Getting Started.

6. Go back to the PC. If the data transfer is successful, the following dialog appears
asking you what to do with the received data.

Feceived File Options

What do vou wish to do with the data received —Summary of received data
from the scale?
Stare name/addr. 2 recordizg)
[~ Do not Ioad received datal FlLLs 13 recordts)
[T Load into new databaze iz sy 88 recordis)
Extra Messages 20 recardis)
[¥ Load into current database Label Formats 0 recordiz)
If zame PLL, mse, etc. Mo, found: ———————————— Confieuration 1 recordiz)
I~ Use database PLU, mse etc.

¥ Usze PLL, mze etc. from scale

Ok I Cancel| |

The right side of the dialog contains a summary of the received data.
Notes

1. In addition to the data you can edit in AstraLink (PLUs, etc.), the scale also sends label
format and configuration data. If you save the received data in a database, this information
is also saved. This means that the AstraLink database provides a full backup for the scale.
However, care is required as, if you make any changes to the scale configuration at the
scale itself, these will be overwritten the next time you send data to the scale.

2. Inthe USA and Mexico Astra models, the configuration data includes the label format setup
data and label format number. When sending data from the scales, these are not included
in the “ALL DATA” menu command. Instead send this data separately using the “LABEL
DATA” and LABEL DATA 2" commands in the Astra menu.

The left side of the dialog provides you with a options for what to do with the received data.

Do not load received data
This simply discards the data without saving.

Load into new database
This creates a new database. You will be prompted to specify the file name.

Load into current database (default)

In this case, you need to specify what to do if the same PLU or message number, etc. is present
in both the current database and the received scale data. The default is to update the database
with the data from the scale.

Note: Some data is used in AstraLink only and is not sent to the scales. Accordingly, when
you receive data back from the scale, the received data does not include this internal
information. AstraLink fills in this missing information by setting default values. In other
words, if you send data to the scale then read it back, this information will be lost.
This includes label width information and the "Name" for extra messages.
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3.2 Sending Data to the Scale

As you can see in the scale communications window, you can either send all data or a selected
type of data only.

The procedure is as follows.

1.

Click the button corresponding to the type of data you wish to send. This displays a
dialog asking whether to append the data being sent to the existing scale data or
whether to overwrite the existing scale data. Select the desired option, then click OK.

Send to Astra E |

Thig will zend the zelected data to the Astra
Do wou wigh to overwrite the existing Asztra data or add the data
from the PG to the existing Astra data?

= Add to existing fstra data

" Overwrite existing Astra data

Cancel

Next, the following dialog appears with instructions on how to setup the scale to receive
data.

Check that the cable connecting the PC to the scale is plugged in correctly.

Also, remove any keysheet from the Astra keyboard to expose the programming
keyboard.

Turn on the Astra and set to REGISTRATION mode (on the Astra keyboard, enter
9000, then press the MODE key).

Start Comms on Scale E |

Go to the scale and perfarm the following steps to start download
mode.

1
2
3
4
b

WWhen the zcale is ready to receive, click OK to start sendine.

. 5et the zcale to Reeistration mode (Enter 9000 MODE?

. Press the down arrow key until “Gommunication” appears.
. Presz EMTER once

. Press the down arrow to display * Beceive Data”

. Prezs ENTER again to start receiving.
{The zcale should display * Receiving” .}

ok I Cancel

Press the down arrow on the Astra keyboard until "communication" appears, then
press ENTER, followed by the down arrow. The scale should display "Receive Data".

Press ENTER again. The scale displays "Receiving" indicating that it is now ready to
receive data.

Go back to the PC and click the OK button in the above dialog to start sending. A
message appears when sending completes.

If communications fails, see "Troubleshooting” in Chapter 2 Getting Started.
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4. The Astra Database

AstralLink stores the scale data in a database. Whenever you change the scale data, whether
by receiving data from the scale or using the AstraLink screens, AstraLink updates this
database with the new data.

Selecting the Database
When you start AstraLink, the program automatically loads the database that was open when
you last exited.

As most stores will keep all data in a single database, no further action is required and you can
start editing scale data immediately.

However, in special cases such as when using the Astra for different purposes, you may use
AstraLink to edit multiple databases. If you need to change the database, click Change
Database in the File menu to open a dialog for selecting the new database file. Selecting a
database file closes the current database and opens the new database. You can only have one
database open at a time.

Automatic Database Backup

AstraLink can automatically create a backup of the current database each time the program
starts. The backup database file is created in the BACKUP sub-directory of the directory
containing the database file. The date of the backup is appended to the file name. AstraLink
maintains three or four backups ranging approximately one month.

To restore a backed up database file, use Change Database in the File menu to open the
database file, then use Save As to save under a new name.

The automatic backup function can be set on or off from the Options dialog. Select Options
from the Setup menu.
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5. Editing PLUs

This section describes how to manage PLU data.

5.1 Using the PLU Search Window

The PLU search window opens automatically when you start AstraLink. Use the PLU Search
window for the following operations.

Finding a PLU

Adding a new PLU
Editing or deleting a PLU
Deleting a range of PLUs
Cutting and pasting PLUs
Quick price changes

& testl adb - Scalelink Aztra

File Edit Scales EKevboard Beport Comms  Setup  Window Help

E xt SEEEEE —_— LI
B P | [ g, BT ervond [ Comms | £ Rowon
Y ISIHIDA e
A Search  [TEST ITEM DATA D001 =
PLU Description Price
0001 TEST ITEM DATA 000 0.10f= Add
0002 TEST ITEM DATA 0002 020
0003 TEST ITEM DATA 0003 030
0004 TEST ITEM DATA 0004 040
0005 TEST ITEM DATA 0005 050
0006 TEST ITEM DATA 000G 0g0 Delete |
000y TEST ITEM DATA 0007 070
0008 TEST ITEM DATA 0002 0ao
0002 TEST ITEM DATA 0009 080 Price Changes.. |
0010 TEST ITEM DATA 0010 1.00
0011 TEST ITEM DATA 0011 110
0z TEST ITEM DATA 0012 120
0013 TEST ITEM DATA 0013 1.30
=
Far Help, presz F1 4

Finding a PLU

If you know the PLU number
Enter the PLU number in the PLU No. field. The specified PLU appears selected in the PLU list.

If you know some or all of the PLU name

The PLU name is the first line of the PLU description that appears on the label. Enter the initial
characters of the PLU name in the Search field. The PLU list displays only those PLUs with
names that start with the entered text. For example, entering “BEEF” displays all PLU names
starting with the word “beef”. (The search is not case-sensitive: entering “beef” is the same as
entering “BEEF".)

You can also use the wildcard characters (*’ and ‘?’) to specify a more detailed search
condition. For example, entering “*BEEF” displays all PLU names containing the word “beef”.
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NOTE: The search re-executes automatically each time you type a character. The response
may be a bit slow on older computers. In this case, allow a few seconds for the list to
update.

If you do not know the PLU number or name

When the cursor is in the Search field, the PLU list only displays those PLUs that match the
search condition. Click the PLU No. field to clear the search results and display all PLUs in the
PLU list.

Next, use the scroll bar, the up and down arrow keys, or the PageUp and PageDown keys to
scroll the PLU list until you find the PLU you are looking for.

Adding a New PLU

1. Click the Add button or select Add from the PLU menu. This opens a PLU Selection
dialog for you to specify the PLU number. The next free PLU number appears as the
default. Enter the PLU number then click OK.

Next, the PLU Edit dialog opens displaying the data for the new PLU.

The fields in the lower half of the window are set to their default values.

The specified PLU number is set in the PLU number field, but you can change the
number if desired. (A warning message appears if you try to save the PLU with the
same number as an existing PLU.)

The operation of the PLU Edit window is described in 5.2 Using the PLU Edit Dialog.

2. Enter the PLU description and other data, then click the OK button. This saves the PLU
in the database.

3. Click the Close button to close the window and return to the PLU Search window. Use
the procedure described in Finding a PLU above to check that the PLU has been
added.

Editing or Deleting a PLU

1. Use the procedure described in Finding a PLU above to find the PLU to edit or delete.
Click on the PLU in the list to select.
2. To edit the PLU: click the Edit button, select Edit PLU from the PLU menu, or

double-click on the PLU in the list.
This opens a PLU Edit window displaying the data for the selected PLU.
The operation of the PLU Edit window is described in 5.2 Using the PLU Edit Dialog.

3. To delete the PLU: click the Delete button.
A dialog opens asking you to confirm whether to delete the PLU. Take care as there is
no means of undeleting a deleted PLU.
Click Yes to delete the PLU from the database.
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Deleting a Range of PLUs

1. Select Delete Range from the PLU menu. This opens a dialog for you to specify the
range of PLUs to delete.

Select PLUz to delete

From Iﬁ Select.. |
To Iﬁ Select.. |

(0] 4 I Cancel |

2. Enter the start and end PLU numbers or use the Select buttons to open a PLU selection
dialog. The PLU selection dialog operates in the same way as the PLU Search window
(see Finding a PLU above).

3. Click OK to delete the PLUs from the database.

Cutting and Pasting PLUs

You can use the Edit menu or the standard Windows keystrokes to cut, copy and paste PLUs in
the PLU list field of the PLU Search window.

When pasting a PLU, a dialog appears asking how to paste the PLU into the database
(overwrite existing PLU or assign a new PLU number).

Quick Price Changes
This feature is provided to allow you to update prices quickly without editing the entire PLU.

1. To change prices, click the Price Changes button or select Price Changes from the
Scales menu.
This opens the price change dialog shown below.

Change Price

0] 4 |
PLU MHumber 2
Dezcription TEST ITEM DATHA 0O0Z Cancel |

Price ||:|2|:|—

Select <4 Prey. | Mext =

30



Enter the new price and press Enter. This saves the specified price and opens a PLU
search dialog for you to select the next PLU number.

This feature is useful if you have a list of PLU price changes to make that are not in
sequential order.

The intention is to allow you to change a large number of prices with the minimum
number of keystrokes.

If necessary, use the mouse to click the <<Prev, Next>>, or Select button to find the
desired PLU number.

Clicking the Select button opens a PLU selection dialog. The PLU selection dialog
operates in the same way as the PLU Search window (see Finding a PLU above).

When finished, click the OK button (to save the currently displayed price change) or
Cancel button (to close the dialog without saving).
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5.2 Using the PLU Edit Dialog
This section describes how to use the PLU Edit dialog.

The contents of the PLU Edit window depends on how your system is configured. See 5.1 for
an example.

Edit PLU E3

PLU Mo, |1n1u << Prey. | Mext > | Mew PLU | oK |
Cance| |

Font [30x15 @ | 'ﬂ“ean"g'tﬁesc' d2mm a'}ﬂﬂﬁl o =[]
EGGS 1 DOZEN =

Sales Mode IFixed Price ,I Pack Guantity EI Shelf Life EI
Price Tare Weight 0.000 Item Code I:I
Fixed Wit tked  [0000 Date Flae IRefer 'I Mezzage Mo. IE'

FLU Mo 1070 Deszcription Leneth = 495mm I NS

The main elements of the PLU Edit window are as follows:

Control Element Explanation

PLU description Located in the upper half of the dialog. The PLU description field consists
field and associated | of the controls for setting the font and label width, and an edit area (with a
controls scroll bar) for editing the description text.

How to use this field is explained below (see Editing the PLU description).

PLU data fields Located in the lower half of the dialog. These fields are used to set the
various parameters, such as the price, that determine how the PLU is
printed on the scales.

Use the mouse or TAB key to move the cursor to the desired field and
enter a value or select an option from the list. A message appears if you
enter a value outside the allowed range.

OK button Located at the top left of the dialog. Click to save any changes you have
made and close the dialog.

Cancel button Located at the top left of the dialog. Click to close the dialog without
saving.

<<Prev and Next>> | Located at the top of the dialog. Click to display the next or previous PLU

buttons number. A warning message appears if the current PLU has any unsaved
changes.
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Control Element Explanation

New PLU button Click to create a new PLU. A PLU search dialog opens for you to specify
the new PLU number.

PLU No. field Located on the left of the dialog. Enter a new PLU number if you wish to
save the displayed data as a new PLU. A warning message appears
when you save the PLU if a PLU with that number already exists. Saving
the PLU data to a new PLU number does not delete the old PLU number
and leaves the data for the old PLU unchanged.

Extra Message and | Located next to the extra message and/or nutrition field.

Nutrition "Browse" | This opens a dialog displaying a list of the available extra messages or
buttons nutrition information. Select from the list and click OK to set. You can also
use the Edit button in the selection dialog to edit the selected extra
message or nutrition data.
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Editing the PLU description

The PLU description field consists of controls for setting the font and label width, and an edit
area (with a scroll bar) for editing the description text.

Click on the edit area to select the field and use the mouse or arrow keys to move the cursor
within the field. The following operations are available in the PLU description field.

Operation Explanation

Insert text Position the cursor at the desired location and enter text from the keyboard.
The font and label width determine how many characters are displayed per
line. Press the INS key to switch between insert and overwrite mode.

Select text Drag with the mouse or hold down the shift key and use the arrow keys to
move the cursor over the desired text. The selected text appears highlighted.

Change line A different font can be set for each line. Position the cursor in the line and

font select the desired font from the Font field.
Alternatively, press Ctrl+F to step through the available fonts.

Change label Set the Label Width field to the actual label width to be used for this PLU.

width This updates the description field to only display as many characters as will fit
on the label.
NOTE: This setting is only used within AstraLink. It has no effect on the actual
label width on the scale.

Description The maximum description text length is displayed next to the Label Width

Text Length

Cut, Copy or
Paste

field. The length of the currently entered description text and any selected
extra message is displayed on the status line at the bottom of the dialog.

A warning message appears when you try to save the PLU if the description
length is too long. Description lengths that are too long do not print correctly
on the Astra.

NOTE: The maximum description length is set by Label Sizes in the Setup
menu.

Use the standard Windows keystrokes (listed below) to cut, copy or paste
description text.

Keystroke Operation
Ctrl+X or Shift+Del Cut
Ctrl+C or Ctrl+INS Copy
Ctrl+V or Shift+INS Paste
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6. Extra Messages and Storage Instructions

This chapter describes how to create and edit extra messages.

Extra messages are a way of defining additional text, such as ingredient lists, to appear on
labels. You use the extra message function to create and edit the extra messages, then use the
PLU Edit dialog (described above) to assign extra messages to PLUs.

NOTE: Storage instructions are only applicable to the Sweden version of the Astra. The
operation is identical to extra messages, as described below.

Creating and Editing Extra Messages

1. To display the extra message screen, click the extra messages tab at the top of the
AstraLink window (below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

A2 Sample.adb - Scalelink

File Edit Scale Kevboard Comms Beport Setup  Window Help

PLU “ @ Eiig;:agel[ Ke_vboald}

Y ISIHIDA

A

Plu

Ex Mszqg
Report

Report

Comms |-

02 Extra Meszage 12 —
03 Extra Meszage 03

04 Extra Meszage 04 fidd
05 Extra Meszage 0B

06 Extra Message 06 Edit I
07 Extra Message 07 =

08 Extra Meszage 08

09 Extra Mezzage 09 Delete I

10 Extra Meszage 10
11 Extra Meszage 11
12 Extra Message 12
13 Extra Meszage 13
14 Extra Message 14
15 Extra Meszage 15
16 Extra Meszage 16
17 Extra Meszage 17 -
18 Extra Meszage 18

19 Extra Meszage 19 LI
For Help, press F1 l_l_ i
2. Click the Add button to create a new message, or click on an existing message to
select, then click the Edit button to edit the message (or simply double-click on a

message).
A dialog opens to edit the message.
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MHame |Message Mo, 1 Mg Mo |1

Fant [20x10 (@) =l yabel oo -

EXTRA MESSAGE 1 il

0].4 I Cancel

Meszage Mo. 1 Description Length = 3.45mm I NS

Enter the message name. The name entered here appears in the extra message
screen (step 2 above).

Enter the message text. The operation of the message text field is described below.

Optionally, you can change the message number in the Msg No. field to save the
displayed message with a different number. A warning message appears when you
click the OK button if a message with that number already exists.

When you have finished, click OK to save the message.
This returns you to the extra message screen.
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Editing the message text

The message text field consists of controls for setting the font and label width, and an edit area
(with a scroll bar) for editing the message text.

Click on the edit area to select the field and use the mouse or arrow keys to move the cursor
within the field. The following operations are available in the PLU description field.

Operation Explanation

Insert text Position the cursor at the desired location and enter text from the keyboard.
The font and label width determine how many characters are displayed per
line. Press the INS key to switch between insert and overwrite mode.

Select text Drag with the mouse or hold down the shift key and use the left or right arrow
key to move the cursor over the desired text. The selected text appears
highlighted.

Change line A different font can be set for each line. Position the cursor in the line and

font select the desired font from the Font field.

Alternatively, press Ctrl+F to step through the available fonts.

Change label Set the Label Width field to the actual label width to be used. This updates

width the message field to only display as many characters as will fit on the label.
NOTE: This setting is only used within AstraLink. It has no effect on the actual
label width on the scales.

Cut, Copy or Use the standard Windows keystrokes (listed below) to cut, copy or paste

Paste message text.

Keystroke Operation
Ctrl+X or Shift+Del Cut
Ctrl+C or CtrlI+INS Copy
Ctrl+V or Shift+INS Paste

Assigning an Extra Message to a PLU

The Message No. field in the PLU Edit dialog assigns the extra message for that PLU. Use the
Browse button on the right of the field to display a dialog listing the available extra messages.

Set Message No. to zero to not assign any extra message to the PLU.

Deleting an Extra Message

1. To display the extra message screen, click the extra messages tab at the top of the
AstraLink window (below the menu bar).

2. Click on a message to select it then click the Delete button. A warning message
appears asking you to confirm deletion.

3. Alternatively, you can select Delete Range from the Edit menu to delete a range of
messages. This opens a dialog for you to select the range of messages to delete.
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7. Nutrition (USA)

This feature is only available on some USA-version scales.

The nutrition feature defines the information to be printed in the nutrition panel on PLU labels

Creating and Editing Nutrition Information

1. To display the nutrition screen, click the nutrition tab at the top of the AstraLink window

(below the menu bar).

2. Click the Add button to create a new nutrition record, or click on an existing nutrition
record to select, then click the Edit button to edit the nutrition information (or simply

double-click on a nutrition record).
The dialog shown below opens to edit the nutrition information.

Mutrition

Mutrition Mo, |3

Sodium 180 milligrarms

Mame |Nutrition 3 ﬂl
Senving Size [TH=] Calories 116
Sening/Container I Calories from Fat IQO
Item Content Units Percent | Item Content Units Percent
Total Fat Ig e Io Carbo— |21 grams |1 ]

£ hydrate
Saturated |2 Io Dietary |1 rams IQ
Fat £rams Fiter £
Trans Fat |3 grams Protein Ig— grams IS—
Cholesterol IO milligrams IO Sugars IG grams IO

|1

Witarnin A % Ig Yitamin C % |12 Calcium % |21 Iron %

=

3. Enter the nutrition information name. The name entered here appears in the n
screen (step 2 above).

Enter the nutrition information in each field of the dialog.

Optionally, you can change the nutrition number in the Nutrition No. field to s

utrition

ave the

displayed nutrition record with a different number. A warning message appears when

you click the OK button if a nutrition record with that number already exists.
6. When you have finished, click OK to save the nutrition information.

This returns you to the nutrition screen.
Assigning Nutrition Information to a PLU

The Nutrition field in the PLU Edit dialog assigns the nutrition information for that PLU
Browse button on the right of the field to display a dialog listing the available nutrition
information.

Set the Nutrition field to zero to not assign any nutrition information to the PLU.

. Use the
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Deleting Nutrition Records

1. To display the nutrition screen, click the nutrition tab at the top of the AstraLink window
(below the menu bar).

2. Click on a nutrition record to select it then click the Delete button. A warning message
appears asking you to confirm deletion.

3. Alternatively, you can select Delete Range from the Edit menu to delete a range of
nutrition records. This opens a dialog for you to select the range of nutrition records to
delete.
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8. Nutrition and Ingredients (N2)

This feature is only available on some New Zealand-version scales.

The nutrition feature defines the information to be printed in the nutrition panel on PLU labels

Creating and Editing Nutrition Information

1. To display the nutrition screen, select the PLU in the PLU window and click the
Nutrition button

Edit Mutrition x|
PLL Mo ﬁ91 ] Copy From... |
CHICKEN STIR FRY
Servings per Pack |1
Sening Size 100 arams
Cluantity/Sere Cluantity/100g
Energy |34 |34
Pratein |32 Ig LI |32 Ig LI
Fat, Total |1 7 |g LI |1 2 |g LI
Fat, Saturated |4 Ig LI |4 Ig LI
Carbohydrates, Total |1 ) |‘g LI |1 g |g LI
Sugars |4 |g =] |4 Ig 4
Sodium 32t me = [z [mg |
! e = | = =
’TI Cancel |
2. Enter the nutrition data in the fields. If you wish you can copy the nutrition data from

another PLU by clicking the Copy From button and selecting the PLU from the list.

3. When you have finished, click OK to save the nutrition information.
This returns you to the PLU screen.
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Creating and Editing Ingredients Information

1. To display the ingredients screen, select the PLU in the PLU window and click the
Ingredients button.

2. The operation of the ingredients screen is the same as for extra messages. Enter the
ingredients text and click the OK button to save.

Deleting Nutrition Data

1. Select the PLU in the PLU window and select Delete Nutrition from the Edit menu.
This deletes the nutrition data for the selected PLU.

Deleting Ingredient Data

1. Select the PLU in the PLU window and select Delete Ingredients from the Edit menu.
This deletes the ingredints data for the selected PLU.

Deleting a PLU also deletes the associated nutrition and ingredients data.
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9. Keyboard

Keyboard presets allow you to define the meaning of keys on the scale keyboard. The Astra
keyboard has a shift key, so you can define two meanings for each key. Meanings that can be
assigned to keys include PLU numbers, extra messages, and tare weights.

The keyboard screen can be used to edit three different types of data. Use the Display buttons
on the bottom left of the window to switch between the three options.

9.1 Defining the Upper and Lower Key Meanings

The scale keyboard has a shift key, so you can define two meanings for each key. These are
called the upper (standard) and lower (shift key pressed) keys respectively.

However, meanings can only be assigned to the keys on the left side of the keyboard. The
righthand side keys appear gray as in the example below.

1. To display the keyboard screen, click the keyboard tab at the top of the AstraLink
window (below the menu bar).

2. In the Display buttons on the bottom left of the screen, select Upper.
The figure below shows an example.

*testl.adb - Scalelink Astra
File Edit Scales Kevboard Beport Comms  Setup  Window  Help

B o [, [ e ||
EaE |
Print |

Edit Key |
Delete |

Report

Dizplay

" Upper
£ Lower
" Keysheet

Foom %

|6EI% vl
Far Help, presz F1 I_I_ v
3. Edit the key definitions as described below. Click the Upper and Lower buttons in the

Display area at the bottom left of the window to switch the display between the upper
and lower keys.

4. When you have finished, click the Save button to save your changes.
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Editing the keyboard presets

The following operations are available:

Operation

Explanation

Edit key

Double-click on a key, or click on a key to select then click the Edit Key
button.
This opens the dialog shown below for specifying the key meaning.

The upper key meaning is set at the top left of the dialog and the lower key
meaning at the bottom left. The Key Type selects the key meaning and Data
specifies the value associated with the key. (In this case, the key is assigned
to PLU number 10.)

For some key types, you can use the Select button to open a dialog listing the
available values.

Setting data is not applicable for some key types. In this case, the Data field
becomes disabled.

Set the Key Type and Data, then click OK to exit.

The functions of the other parts of the dialog are explained later.

Key Template Settings

—Key Preset (Upper}

—Template Printing

Key Twpe [P0 =] Text Beef Sausages | & |y C
olar...
! {Upper) " Center _l
Data [10 Select.. | C Rent ot |
Beef Sausages ok Saneoeos
Text ork. Sausages = Left Colar.. |
Copy —» | {Lower)  Center
" Rieht Font.._|
—Key Preset (Lower) Previ
review
v Split key text Eeef
KE}-’ T)"DE IPLU LI :: . 4 l_ Double kB}-’ S:usages
w Draw =plit line? . Fork
Data [r1 Select.. | B 2
elect.. o3 Flihimzide Sausages
Pork Sausages = Below
Copy —> |

Cancel

Set Default

Delete key

Display

Zoom

This sets the default settings for keysheet template printing. The default
settings are used for keys for which no keysheet template print settings have
been entered (or which have been deleted by Delete Key.)

This can be used to set a standard background color and default font, for
example.

Click on a key then click the Delete button to delete the definition for that key.

These three buttons switch between displaying the upper keys, lower keys,
and keysheet template (described below).

Sets the display magnification. You can set a custom zoom ratio by selecting
Zoom — Custom from the Keyboard menu.
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Save

Saves your changes to the database.
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Operation Explanation

Clear Changes | Selecting Clear Changes from the Keyboard menu resets the keyboard data
to the state when last saved.

Cut, Copy and | You can cut, copy and paste key definitions using the standard Windows

Paste keystrokes (listed below) or using the Edit menu.
Keystroke Operation
Ctrl+X or Shift+Del Cut
Ctrl+C or CtrlI+INS Copy
Ctrl+V or Shift+INS Paste

Drag & Drop Click on a key to select, then hold down the left mouse button to drag the key
definition to another key location.

If you hold down the Ctrl key when you release the mouse button this copies
the key definition instead of just moving it.
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9.2 Printing Keysheet Templates

In addition to defining the preset key meanings, you can also use AstralLink to print the
keysheet template.

The procedure is as follows.

1. To display the keyboard screen, click the keyboard tab at the top of the AstraLink
window (below the menu bar).

2. In the Display buttons on the bottom left of the screen, select Keysheet.
The figure below shows an example.

&= testl.adb - Scalelink Aztra
File Edit Scales Keyboard Beport GComms  Setup  Window  Help

P | [N e [EERET Korbonmt| B comm | -

Save |
Print |

Edit Kex |
Delete |

Faor Help, press F1 4

3. Set the print format for each key as described below.
The operation of the window is the same as for setting the upper and lower keys
(described above).

4. When you have finished, click the Save button to save your changes.
5. To print the keysheet, click the print button or select Print from the File menu.

Note: Some Windows printer drivers do not print rotated text correctly (the keysheet text must
be rotated if printing in portrait mode).
If the keysheet does not print correctly on your printer, select Options in the Setup
menu and change the "Bypass bug in printer driver" setting. Alternatively, use Print
Setup in the File menu to set the printer to landscape mode.
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Editing the keysheet print settings

Double-click on a key, or click on a key to select then click the Edit Key button. This opens the
dialog shown below for specifying the key print format.

Kew Template Settines

—kev Preset (Upperd ~ Template Printing
Key Type  [FLU =l Text Beef Sausages | @ | opy Calor |
{Upper) " Center
Data [10 Select.. | " Right _ Font. |
Beef Sauzages ———————
Tt Pork Sausages + Left Gl
Ciopy = | {Lawer) = Center _—
" Right Font..
—Kev Preset (Lower) Previ
review
v Split key text Beef
Key Type IPLU :I ; 4 b [ Double key Saeusages
w Draw zplit ling® I e r
Dat oin to key: Fork
ata IH Select... | ) Figkieside Sausages
Pork Sauzages ) Eeloy
Copy => |
oK I GCancel |

The keysheet template print settings are on the right side of the dialog.

The following operations are available:

Operation Explanation

Key text Enter the text to print in the key. If you wish to print text for both the upper and
(upper and lower key meanings, set the Split key text button ON.

lower)

Justification

Font and Color
Draw split
line?

Double key

Copy —»

The entered text appears in the Preview box on the bottom right.
Select whether you wish the text to be left-justified, centered, or right-justified.

Click on the Font and Color buttons to set the text font and background
colors respectively.

This draws a horizontal line through the middle of the key to separate the
upper and lower key meanings.

Setting this button ON defines a double size key, such as the PRINT and PLU
keys on the right side of the Astra keyboard.
This links the selected key to the key on the right or to the key below.

The Copy — buttons in the upper and lower Key Preset areas (left side of the
dialog) copy the key meaning (PLU name, etc.) to the key text field.
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10. Store Name and Address

This defines the store name and address printed on PLU labels.
1. Click Store Name and Address in the Scales menu.

2. This opens a store name and address edit dialog. Enter the information for your store
then click the OK button to save your changes.

Edit Store Mame and Address

Mame
ISHIDA COLTD.

Addrezs
A50-1 SHIMOMAGARI RITTO-CGHO KURITAGUN, J&P AN

(0] .2 I Cancel
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11. PLU and Extra Message List Reports

The PLU and Extra Message list reports generate reports listing the registered PLUs and extra
messages respectively.

The PLU report lists the PLU number, PLU description, and a number of additional PLU fields
such as the price. Which additional PLU fields are printed is determined by the width of the
printer page. (The line length adjusts automatically based on the size of the printer paper.)
Accordingly, if you wish to include more fields in the report, it is recommended that you set your
printer to landscape mode.

To set landscape mode, select Print Setup in the File menu to open a printer setup dialog.

The extra message report lists the extra message text for each message.

The operation is the same for both report windows. The following explains for the case of the
PLU report.

1. If necessary, click Print Setup in the File menu to check the printer settings.

2. To display the report screen, click the Report tab at the top of the AstraLink window
(below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

8 Sample.adh - Scalelink Astra

Fil=  Edit Scale Keyboard Commes Beport Setup  Window Help

Ext EEEELLE — saeaee PP s | F e

UL ][ @ M':zal;‘:age EEEEE [ainEe ” =271 Comms " (= Report I[ Npis H:::po??

E};ng: i:| Select.. | ta Select.. I RErETaEEEEN BIERESEE > | Print... | Expart.. g %:;t” L[i):es%nly
Printed: 00,0701 PLU List Report Page: 14
PLU Ho. Description Sales Mode Price Fixed Wt. (kg) [Pack Quantity e
000001 |TEST ITEM DATA 0001 Weight 0.10 0.000 1
000002 |TEST ITEM DATA 0002 ‘Weight 0.20 0.000 1
000003 |TEST ITEM DATA 0003 Weight 0.30 0.0010 1
000004 [TEST ITEM DATA 0004 Weight 0.40 0.0010 1
000005 |TEST ITEM DATA 0005 Weight 0.50 0.000 1
000006 |TEST ITEM DATA 0006 ‘Weight 0.60 0.000 1
000007 |TEST ITEM DATA 0007 ‘Weight 0.70 0.000 1
00000% |TEST ITEM DATA 0008 ‘Weight 0.80 0.000 1
000009 |TEST ITEM DATA 0009 Weight 0.90 0.000 1
000010 [TEST ITEM DATA 0010 ‘Weight 1.00 0.000 1
000011 |TEST ITEM DATA 0011 ‘Weight 1.10 0.000 1
000012 |TEST ITEM DATA 0012 Weight 1.20 0.0010 1
000013 |TEST ITEM DATA 0013 ‘Weight 1.30 0.000 1 -

4| | |

For Help, press F1 4

3. Use the Select buttons to specify the range of PLUs to print.
4. Click the Print button to start printing or the Export button to output the report data to
a file.
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Report Window Operations

The following operations are available using the tool bar at the top of the PLU and Extra
Message report windows.

Operation

Explanation

Specify range
of PLUs to
print

View report
on-screen

Preview
printing

Start printing
Export to text

file

Full desc/
1st line only

Use the Select buttons to specify the start and end PLU or message
numbers for the report.

Use the <<Prev Page and Next Page>> buttons to step through the report
pages on-screen.

If necessary, use the scroll bars to scroll sections of the report page into
view.

Click Print Preview in the File menu.

Click the Print button or click Print in the File menu.

Click the Export button to open a File Save As dialog to specify the file in
which to save. Click OK to output the report contents to the text file. Each
line of the report is output with the fields separated by commas. This is
called comma-separated-value (CSV) format.

This format is suitable for reading into other software packages such as
Microsoft Excel.

Click these buttons to switch between displaying the full PLU description
text or the first line only.
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12. Production Totals Report

Sales (production) totals for each PLU can be accumulated on the Astra and received by
AstraLink to generate a production report.

The production totals include the quantity, total weight and total value of each PLU. Additional
PLU fields such as the price can also be included in the report. Which additional PLU fields are
printed is specified in the AstraLink setup. Contact your dealer for details.

Cumulative Totals Report

The Greek version of the Astra also supports a cumulative totals report. In this case, the scale
maintains cumulative production totals for each PLU number, which are typically never cleared.
Accordingly, specifying a date range is not applicable for the cumulative totals report.

Other than this, the operation of the cumulative totals report in AstraLink is the same as for the
PLU production report described below.

The operation of the report window is as follows.

1. To display the report screen, click the Plu Prod. tab at the top of the AstraLink
window (below the menu bar). The figure below shows an example.

42 test2.adb - AstraLink =l0jx|
Ele Edt Scale Keyboard Comms Report Setup  Window Help
C R S = 1 Repon | Rt [ PR |
Elgrgge: I:l Select... |t0 Select... | <LPrey Fage  Next F'age>>| Brint... | Export.. | Date Rangs. |
Printed: 2001/01/730 PLU F}rnduminn REFIDH Page: 1
Production from 2001/01£30 to 2001701430
PLU No. |Description Price Quantity |Weight WValue i
0007120 |STRAIGHT CUT CHIPS 9.95 14 011 1.28
000121 |CORN COBS 5.95 14 011 1.28
000122 |DRIPPING 1.50 14 011 1.28
000123 |LARD 1.95 14 011 1.28
000124 [EGGS HALF DOZEN 155 14 011 1.28
001201 |EGGS 1 DOZEN 2.50 2 1.03 1.04
001202 |EGGS TRAY 5.95 4 1.06 1.08
001203 |HASH BROWNS 0.70 6 1.09 0.10
001204 |LASAGNE 1.30 8 010 1.10
001205 [MARINADE 4.32 0 010 1.14
001206 |MIXED YEGETABLES 5.95 0 112 1.18
001207 |PEAS 450 0 1.15 011
| 001208 |PIZZA 10.50 10 1.18 1.20 | M|
4 »
For Help, press F1 [
3. Use the Select buttons to specify the range of PLUs to print.
4. Use the Date Range button to specify the date range for the report.
Note that the dates represent the date that the totals data was received from the
Astra. This may not be the same as the date of the actual sales on the Astra.
5. Click the Print button to start printing or the Export button to output the report data to

a file.
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Report Window Operations

The following operations are available using the tool bar at the top of the PLU Production report

window.

Operation Explanation

Specify range | Use the Select buttons to specify the start and end PLU or message

of PLUs to numbers for the report.

print

Specify date Use the Date Range button to specify the start and end dates for the report.

range for Note that the dates represent the date that the totals data was received from

report the Astra. This may not be the same as the date of the actual sales on the
Astra.

View report Use the <<Prev Page and Next Page>> buttons to step through the report

on-screen pages on-screen.
If necessary, use the scroll bars to scroll sections of the report page into
view.

Preview Click Print Preview in the File menu.

printing

Start printing

Export to text
file

Click the Print button or click Print in the File menu.

Click the Export button to open a File Save As dialog to specify the file in
which to save. Click OK to output the report contents to the text file. Each
line of the report is output with the fields separated by commas. This is
called comma-separated-value (CSV) format.

This format is suitable for reading into other software packages such as
Microsoft Excel.
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13. Price Importing

Price changes can be imported from a text file.

The text file format must consists of a PLU number and price value separated by a comma on
each line, as shown in the example below. The decimal point in the price is optional.

Text import format

1001,1.23
1002,3.45
1003,5.67

This imports price changess for PLUs 1001, 1002, and 1003. The prices are set to $1.23, $3.45,
and $5.67 respectively.

The PLUs must already exist in the AstraLink database.

The operation of the price import function is as follows:

1. Select Import Prices from the File menu. A File Open dialog appears.
2. Select the file to import, then click Open.
3. AstraLink imports the price changes from the file and updates the database. A

message appears when the import has finished indicating how many prices were
imported and whether any lines had errors.

An error means either the text format was invalid or the specified PLU number does
not exist in the AstralLink database.
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